*    THE CORONATION    *

IN THE ABBEY

Coronation day dawned bright and clear. The Abbey
doors were opened at five. At a quarter to seven the first
peeress took her seat, to be followed by three bishops,
and the building filled rapidly. 'I had never before seen
the full effect of diamonds/ wrote Miss Martineau who
was amongst the spectators. 'As the light travelled each
peeress shone like a rainbow. The brightness, vastness
and dreamy magnificence of the scene produced a
strange effect of exhaustion. ... I had carried a book and
I read and ate a sandwich, leaning against my friendly
pillar till I felt refreshed. .. .'

An enterprising caterer announced in The Times:
'William Mason, of 57 and 58, St. James Street, for-
merly attached to the household of his late Majesty
William IV, begs to inform (those). .. who intend being
present at the Coronation of her Majesty, that he has
received permission ... to furnish refreshments in
Westminster Abbey on that day, which shall be of the
very best quality, and arranged on twenty-six tables
placed throughout the Abbey, affording every accommo-
dation so necessary on such an occasion... .'

At ten the procession started. Amongst the foreign
Ambassadors was Prince Esterhazy, in a Hungarian
costume so covered in diamonds and jewels that 'he
looked as though he had been caught in a rain of them
and had come in dripping'. Marshal Soult on his ap-
pearance in the Abbey was 'saluted with a murmur
of curiosity and applause'. Everyone was impressed
with the appearance of the Queen; she looked such a
child in the midst of all that pomp and splendour. For
those who remembered the Coronations of George the
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